hen it comes
time to visit our
nation’s oldest

city, St. Augus-

tine, Florida or

perhaps take a
business trip to Jacksonville, or just
come down to northeast Florida to
experience the thrills of NASCAR
action at the Daytona 500, be sure
to set aside some time to get out
on the water and fish. There's a
wide variety of angling opportuni-
ties and scenic landscapes that you
can pursue either by boat, paddle
craft or on foot while wade fishing.
This ensures that you'll never get
bored with the fishing that exists
along Florida’s First Coast.

FISHING DIVERSITY

Your outdoor adventure in this
part of Florida will enable you to
target a wide array of fish species
while experiencing a wide range
of wildlife and diverse ecosystems.
Packing your camera along with
your fishing gear and photograph-
ing the outing should be on your
checklist. The specific area | refer-
ence in this piece starts from the
states most northeast corner at the
Fernandina Beach and Amelia Is-

land-Jacksonville area on south through St. Augustine and
down to the Flagler Beach-Daytona Beach area. It's ap-
proximately 100 miles of saltwater marsh wetlands off the
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) and beachfront that you can
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FISHING INFO
_ AND TACKLE SHOPS

Here’s a list of key spots starting in the
northern part of this region and then
traveling south.
Amelia Island State Park
Little Talbot State Park
Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve State Park
Guana River State Park
Anastasia State Park
Matanzas Inlet State Park
Faver-Dykes State park.

OUTHTTERS, GUIDES
_ AND INFORMATION

Captain Rich Santos;
www.flyfishjax.com
Black Fly Outfitters; www.flyfishjax.com
Strike Zone Fishing Headquarters;
www.strike-zonefishing.com
Jax Kayak Fishing;
www.jaxkayakfishing.com
www.321fish.com
Fly Fishing Guide to Florida’s First Coast
by Dick Michealson

also present.
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venture out into and explore. This
stretch of land includes some inter-
esting aquatic landscape changes
within the salt and brackish water
ecosystems to the north and south
of St. Augustine. St.Johns County is
the point where the environmental
landscape change occurs. It'sa great
to have these diverse opportunities
to explore within a short ride of
each other. This stretch of land also
includes the benefit of having a bet-
ter tide conditions that can vary up
to difference of three hours. Simply
put, you can follow the better tide
for better fishing activity

PLENTY TO FISH FOR

This span of area offers you the
chance to catch many different fish
species all year around. The inshore
fishery primarily includes redfish,
snook, tarpon, spotted seatrout
(or speckled trout), black drum,
sheepshead, jack crevalle, bluefish,
ladyfish and southern flounder
to name a few. Some of the near-
shore species include what Florid-
ians call bonito or little tunny (also
known as false albacore or albies up
north), cobia, kingfish, giant jacks,
Spanish mackerel and several va-
rieties of sharks. The primary baits

that the fish prey upon include mullet, menhaden locally
known as pogies, mud minnows and crustaceans (mostly
shrimp), fiddler and mud crabs. Larger blue claw crabs are
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